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HEFES 2011 — Common Stage 2011
PEEBHZARFEEN - Art Happening in the Park!
20115E9A2H - 2nd September

B HATIE]: 16.30 & 17.30 — Start shows: 16.30 pm & 17.30 pm
299043 #0 — Duration approx. 1.5 hrs
19.30 "B A ES BRI~ 19.30 ,Party for Millionaires”

RERRHFRIE], dRHEERARFI00S

Main Entrance, National Academy for Chinese Theatre Arts
400 Wanquansi, Fengtai District, Beijing

‘ (TE%% — Free Entrance




HEEE2011: £8P R3E — for sale!
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Common Stage 2011: New Gdullen - for sale!

,Common Stage” is a long term collaboration
between the National Academy for Chinese
Theatre Arts in Beijing, which is the biggest
educational institution for Peking Opera
in China and Zurich University of the Arts,
one of the most important Art Universi-
ties in Europe.

This project is unique as it allows to meet
between traditional and modern art forms
with the participation of a wide range of
different disciplines. 34 selected and highly
talented students from the fields of theatre,
music, design and fine arts develop theatre
plays, performances and installations in
mixed groups. The results will be presented
in a park nearby the academy.

Under the title ,New Glullen — for sale!” a
performative exhibition was developed.
It consists of five different parts which are
based on themes of the play ,The Visit” by
Friedrich Durrenmatt. The play is about an
old rich lady that returns to her home town
and offers two billions for the death of her
former lover. In earlier days he had denied
their common baby in front of court and
engulfed her in misery. Now she claims for
justice! Initially the inhabitants of the village
are indignant at her offer, but increasingly
they start to buy on credit. Like this they
bring themselves in the inevitable position
to kill their fellow citizen in order to get the
money promised by the old lady. The play
deals with key themes of our society like
money, power, justice, guilt, collectivism &
individualism as well as loss of moral and is
still up to date today.

Each group had to choose a theme out of
the play, translating and interpreting it in
their own manner and art style. The park
symbolises the village ,Gillen” from the
play. The visitors follow a path through
the park and encounter various places like
a small stage on a pond, a teahouse or a
slightly rundowned funpark. On these
different stations the visitors experiences
dance performances, theatre fragments,
puppet plays, music, contemporary art and
installations.

KILL ILL - is an interactive installation and
deals with the question of collective and
individual guilt. It puts the killing of the main
character ,IlI" in context with the fun
industry Players of the game should ask
themselves: Am | guilty?

The Tribunal - asks the question about
.What is justice?” and appeals to the
individual and collective power of judgement.
The audience are altering to actors of the
presented performance. As the people of
.Gullen” they are requested to pronounce
their judgement.

Made by Claire — The topic of this installation
and performance is the manipulation of the
citizens of Gullen by ,the old lady”. Who is
able to hold on to his individual idea of right
and moral?

The Power of Transformation — By means
of video, performance and photography
this installation shows various relations
between power and transformation. How
does money influence the balance of
power? Through which forces are people
and their environment changing? These
question are pursued on different levels
from the play by Durrenmatt, to plastic
surgery through to the planned new
financial district in the neighbourhood.

Smile Land - In this country everybody is
smiling, even if it's not funny anymore. And
if you're not laughing, you will be kicked
out! Individual characters of the play like the
mayor, the teacher or Claire are looked at
individually and examined in relation to moral
questions. Through music, performance and
theatre the imbalance between personal
and social moral values are explored.

This cooperation project is supported by
Mercator Foundation Switzerland.



